ENGL 313 Issues in West Indian Discourse

In-Semester Essay #1

God’s Angry Babies 
1.      Strachan’s novel foregrounds the prevailing patriarchal structure of 1980s Bahamian society. Discuss how this structure thwarts or catalyzes progress in the lives of several central characters – Tree, Jahown, Maureen, and Firsborn. Use an appropriate theoretical lens to facilitate your discussion.

 

2.      God’s Angry Babies is a bildungsroman, mapping the life of its central character, Tree, from early childhood to adulthood. Examine how the novel presents both personal and national biography, showing simultaneously Tree’s personal development within the frame of country’s political, economic, and social and development.

 

3.      Discuss mentorship in God’s Angry Babies, assessing its role in life of Maureen Bodie, aspiring social activists and politicians, and the youth of Pompey Village.